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Foreword 


In presenting this exhibition the Public Archives of 
Canada hopes once again to break new ground and to 
reach new audiences. Many of our previous exhibits 
contained original archival material that required highly 
specialised conditions in order to protect the originals. 
Often, these conditions could only be met by the larger 
museums and galleries located in major centres. The 
opportunity for the public to enjoy such exhibits was 
consequently quite limited. On this occasion it is our 
intention to extend the exposure and enjoyment of the 
visual heritage entrusted to the Public Archives of 
Canada. By creating an exhibition of carefully repro- 
duced facsimiles we hope to convey the richness and 
significance of the originals, while avoiding the inherent 
risks of displaying originals. 


We hope that Arctic Images will reach much broader 
audiences by travelling to many smaller museums, 
galleries and community halls. The exhibit is available in 
three compact and portable parts, each with its own 
catalogue, and may be booked separately or together 
as follows: 


1. Arctic Images: The Dawn of Arctic Cartography, 
Fourth Century to 1822 

2. Arctic Images: Pictorial Witnesses, 1819-1854 

3. Arctic Images: The Frontier Photographed, 
1860-1911 


Arctic Images is not an illustrated history of the Arctic 
but an attempt to show the kind of illustration that stirred 
the explorer, documented his ventures, or simply 
captured the popular imagination, before the age of 
modern scientific mapping, motion picture films, or the 
perception of artists such as Lawren Harris and 

A. Y. Jackson. 


Maps, prints and photographs have each in their time 
helped shape the concepts, stereotypes, prejudices 
and, ultimately, the myths of western man’s attempts to 
visualize and experience the north. Although we attempt 
no interpretations, we do hope that our selection will 
prompt further reflection and study. This, after all, is 
what archives are about. 


| wish to thank Betty Kidd and Lawrence Earl of the 
National Map Collection, Nathalie Clerk of the Picture 
Division and Claude Minotto of the National Photog- 
raphy Collection together with Exhibition Services and 
Information Services for their contributions to the 
exhibit. 


Hugh A. Taylor 
Archives Branch 
Public Archives of Canada 


[Henry Briggs] 
The North part of America Conteyning Newfoundland, 
new England.. ., [1625] 
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Introduction 


Prior to the nineteenth century, the mapping of Arctic 
America combined the popular myths and concepts of 
the time, which were often based on elements of fact 
recalled from the oblivion of the past, with the results of 
exploration and observation. In tracing the development 
of the cartography of this area from mediaeval times to 
the revival of interest in a Northwest Passage in the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century, there is an evolution, 
not only of knowledge, but also of cartographic style 
and type of map, from the schematic zonal maps of 
mediaeval times to the beginning of scientific mapping. 


Beliefs were handed down from antiquity that the world 
was divided into five climatic zones — the two poles 
being cold and uninhabitable — and that the world was 
completely surrounded by ocean. This concept is 
expressed in the map of Aurelius Macrobius, who lived 
at the end of the fourth century, and who probably 
borrowed the idea from even older commentaries. For 
example, in the works of Greek and Roman classical 
authors such as Strabo and Pliny, there are references 
to Pytheas, a navigator who sailed to the northern tip of 
the British Isles in about 330 B.C. There he received 
reports concerning an Arctic land, called “Thule,” near 
the frozen ocean where night lasted continuously 
throughout half the year, and day during the remainder. 
Pytheas’ knowledge of the frigid zones is the earliest to 
be recorded in existing documents. The popularity of 
Macrobius' work lasted throughout mediaeval times into 
the period of the first great surge of English exploration. 
Since the world was believed to be surrounded by water 
on all sides, man naturally looked for passages around 
the north of Europe and America to Asia. 


The representation of Arctic areas on maps at the 
beginning of the sixteenth century is based largely on 
the account of Nicholas of Lynn, a Carmelite monk, who 


in 1360 supposedly voyaged to Norway and the islands 
beyond. On his return he prepared an account entitled 
Inventio Fortunata which was presented to Edward III of 
England. The account had an influence on the work 
produced by cartographers throughout the sixteenth 
century. On the Ruysch map, a legend referring to this 
publication reads (in translation): 


It is said in the book concerning the fortunate 
discovery that at the arctic pole there is a high 
magnetic rock, thirty-three German miles in circum- 
ference. A surging sea surrounds this rock, as if the 
water were discharged downward from a vase 
through an opening. Around it are islands, two of 
which are inhabited.’ 


aa 


In 1569, when Gerard Mercator produced his world 
map, with an inset of the polar region, he credited 
Jacobus Cnoxen Buscoducensis as his source of 
information. Nicholas of Lynn's work had, by Mercator’s 
time, been lost. The same configuration is shown on 
Mercator’s 1595 map of the Polar regions. 


The Vikings who colonized Iceland in the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries and used Iceland as a stepping stone 
for further discoveries in the north unfortunately left no 
cartographic records. If they had, it is unlikely that the 
Zeno map would have gained such credence. In 1558 
Nicolo Zeno of Venice published an account and map. 
of his ancestor's supposed voyage to Greenland and 
beyond in 1380 — a voyage which has never been 
substantiated. On this map, although Greenland is 
accurately represented for the time, there are a series. 
fictional islands, including ‘‘Frisland.” The Zeno map 


1. E.D. Fite et A. Freeman, A Book of Old Maps . . ., Univers 
Press, Cambridge, 1926, p. 30. 


was accepted by the geographical authorities of the 
sixteenth century; was copied by cartographers, includ- 
ing Mercator and Ortelius; created navigational prob- 
lems; and caused confusion in the identification of new 
discoveries in Arctic America for the next century. It is 
recorded that Martin Frobisher used the Zeno map 
during his explorations. When Frobisher sailed into 
Hudson Strait during his second voyage, the fact that he 
used Frisland as a reckoning point caused confusion in 
the identification of the area. Thus the strait, although 
discovered by Frobisher, is named after Hudson, who 
sailed into the same area forty years later. The influence 
of Zenian cartography can be noted as late as the end 
of the seventeenth century; Moses Pitt showed “'Fris- 
land” on his map of 1680. 


Before the search for a Northwest Passage commenced 
at the time of Queen Elizabeth |, there were in existence 
maps and charts showing such a passage (for example 
the maps of Zaltieri, Ortelius and Mercator). Financial 
considerations may have inspired the exploration but 
there was a widely accepted theory of the passage’s 
existence so that the only problem, it was thought, was 
to locate its entrance. Among the proponents of a 
Northwest Passage was Humphrey Gilbert who encour- 
aged the English government to finance expeditions 
and who produced a discourse and maps to support his 
case. The voyages at the end of the sixteenth and the 
beginning of the seventeenth centuries resulted in new 
cartographic production since, in addition to using 
existing maps, explorers generally produced maps to 
show the areas they investigated. These ranged from 
crude sketches in journals and logs to finished 
publications, prepared by cartographic compilers for 
official reports from data in written reports and 
sketches. 


George Beste, who produced the published account 
and map of Frobisher’s findings, accompanied 
Frobisher on his three expeditions. On his map he 
provided neither latitude nor longitude and purposely 
kept the outlines crude in appearance. His intention in 
doing this was to prevent the secrets of the voyage from 
being exposed. 


The most important map prepared by William Baffin to 
illustrate his voyage of 1616, in which he reached as far 
north as 74° 15’ in Baffin Bay, unfortunately has not 
survived. It is Known that Baffin turned over the narrative 
and map to Samuel Purchas for publication but the map 
and tabulated log were omitted from the published 
version because they were “somewhat troublesome 
and too costly to insert.’ Because of the loss of these 
original records, many theories as to the size and shape 
of Baffin Bay were advanced until Baffin’s whole story 
was discredited and passed off as fiction. It wasn’t until 
200 years later when Captain John Ross explored the 
same area in 1818 that Baffin was vindicated. The Baffin 
Bay area of Luke Foxe's map is considered to have 
been based on this lost map to which Foxe had access 
as a personal acquaintance of Baffin's. However, Foxe 
does not indicate all the names Baffin provided. The 
rather inaccurate interpretation of Baffin Bay on Thomas 
James’ map was to be more influential than that of Foxe 
for many years. 


2. C.R. Markham, The Lands of Silence, University Press, 
Cambridge, 1921, p. 145. 


Henry Hudson's original drawing of his route through 
Hudson Strait into Hudson Bay, surprisingly enough, 
was not damaged by the mutinous sailors on his ship. 
The drawing was reproduced by Gerritsz in 1612 in 
Holland. Samuel de Champlain incorporated the infor- 
mation in his map of 1613 and the knowledge rapidly 
spread. A difficult to explain anomaly — a well defined 
indentation in the area of Hudson Bay — occurs ona 
number of sixteenth century maps such as the Ortelius 
map of 1570, a half century or so prior to Hudson's 
exploration. Was there an earlier, almost forgotten 
expedition to the area? Was it a figment of the 
cartographer’s imagination or simply a slip of his pen? 


The voyages of Foxe and James in the 1630s marked 
the end of the flurry of exploration which had com- 
menced in the 1570s. Although these early navigators 
failed in their objective of finding the Northwest 
Passage, they did contribute significantly to the 
geographical knowledge of the North. 


The forty years prior to the incorporation of the Hudson's 
Bay Company in 1670 saw little activity in Arctic 
America. In the first half-century of the Company's 
history, the main interest was in trade with little attention 
given to discovery and exploration. Even when there 
were attempts to extend the knowledge of the northern 
areas by Company servants, the insistence of the 
Company that the new knowledge not be made 
available for reasons of commercial secrecy prevented 
any quick dissemination of the new discoveries. 


An exception to the commercial secrecy aspect was the 
controversy which arose between Christopher Middle- 
ton and Arthur Dobbs concerning the description of the 
Wager River on the west side of Hudson Bay. Dobbs 
was the chief supporter of an expedition to discover the 


Northwest Passage by way of Hudson Bay; Christopher 
Middleton was appointed captain. The plan was to 
explore the great opening called “Sir Thomas Roe his 
Welcome” on Luke Foxe's map of 1635. Here Middleton 
discovered an inlet which after investigation he desig- 
nated the Wager River, after Sir Charles Wager, the First 
Lord of the Admiralty. Dobbs, angered by this designa- 
tion, insisted that Middleton knew that this inlet was 
actually a strait. An attack on Middleton's reputation 
followed. In 1774, Dobbs published a map, based 
largely on Joseph La France's travels, which desig- 
nated the inlet as Wager Strait and showed the Pacific 
Coastline as slanting towards Hudson Bay. 


The first inland exploration by the Hudson's Bay 
Company consisted of a search for potential copper 
mines on ariver emptying into the northern sea. Samuel 
Hearne reached the mouth of the Coppermine River in 
1771 and became the first European to reach the Arctic 
Ocean by land. By travelling across the region without 
locating a strait or even a river which led to the 
Northwest Passage, Hearne helped destroy any hope 
that a Northwest Passage would be easily located. He 
determined the latitude of the mouth of the Coppermine 
to be 71°54’ N, which, in reality, was 200 miles too far 
north. Hearne’s manuscript map was not published until 
the twentieth century, but information gathered on his 
journey was provided to both the Admiralty, and to the 
Arrowsmith Company, the official cartographers of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. Hearne’s findings are shown 
on Arrowsmith maps at the end of the century and on 
Mackenzie's map of 1801, which was actually copied 
from Arrowsmith’s cartography. Alexander MacKenzie, 
who was not employed by the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
had explored the MacKenzie River to its mouth in 1789, 
thus becoming the second European to reach the 
American polar ocean. 
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At the same time that the Hudson's Bay Company was 
showing an interest in exploration, there was activity at 
two other locations in Arctic America. The first centred 
on the Greenland whale fishery. This enabled the 
English and the Dutch to obtain an excellent knowledge 
of the Davis and Baffin Straits area. Although the 
whalers apparently did not produce any maps, the 
knowledge they gathered eventually became dissemi- 
nated and appeared on later maps. The second area of 
activity was in the northern Pacific, where the Russians 
were especially active. The question concerning 
whether or not Asia was connected to America had 
been in dispute for hundreds of years; by the eighteenth 
century there was a popular belief that a body of water 
separated the two continents but there was no definite 
proof. America is shown on maps as a separate 
continent from the beginning of the sixteenth century. 
However, there was a regression from time to time anda 
land connection was shown on some maps. The theory 
that a body of water separated the two continents is set 
forth by Gastaldi in his pamphlet entitled La universale 
descrittione de mondo, Venice, 1562 and there are 
references to an earlier lost world map as showing this 
body of water. It is generally accepted that the Zaltieri 
map of 1566 is the earliest printed map still in existence 
showing the Stretto de Anian. Cartographers, in 
general, accepted this theory and the strait is shown on 
most maps, until the eighteenth century when the actual 
dividing strait, Bering Strait, replaces it. 


Peter the Great provided the impetus to Russian 
mapping by founding the Chancery of the Military 
Marine (later Admiralty College) and by appointing the 
Dane, Vitus Bering to conduct an expedition to 
northeast Siberia, with the objective of discovering 
whether Asia and America were divided. Although on 
his first voyage in 1728 Bering did not actually see the 
coast of America because of weather conditions, he 
concluded that a continental mass was close by from 
the nature of the waves, the ice, the birds, etc. Actually 
the first to see and explore the American continent in 
that area were the geodesists, Gsovdev and Fyodorov. 
This is noted on the Miller map; it is thought that Muller 
had access to Gsovdev's journals as early as 1736. 


Joseph Nicolas Delisle, the younger brother of the 
famous French cartographer, Guillaume Delisle, had 
been in Russia since 1725 at the invitation of Peter the 
Great. After Bering’s first voyage, Delisle was asked to 
prepare a map and navigation guide for Bering’s 
second voyage. This map was submitted to the St. 
Petersburg Academy of Sciences in 1732 and was later 
used by Bering. The failure of many of the ventures 
undertaken during the second expedition are attributed 
to errors in the map. At the time, some blamed Delisle 
for the loss of Bering’s ship. 


In 1750 Delisle, who had recently returned from Russia 
with some second-hand information, published with 
Philippe Buache a map showing Russian exploration in 
the Bering Strait area. Actually, Bering’s route is not 
shown but that of Chirikov is. Chirikov had commanded 
the second vessel on which a younger Delisle brother, 
Louis Delisle de la Croyére, had sailed. 
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When Delisle was preparing this map, the tale of 
Admiral Bartolomé de Fonte’s supposed voyage had 
just come to him from England and he included this 
information in his map. Fonte’s account tells of sailing 
up the coast of California to 53°N latitude where he 
entered a great river or strait running east, then sailing 
through a network of rivers and lakes until he met 
Captain Shapley of Boston whose charts he obtained. 
Because of this association with the Delisle name, the 
alleged discoveries of de Fonte appeared on maps for 
almost 50 years. 


The Russian government, angered at the publication of 
the 1750 map, asked Gerhard Muller, a German, to 
prepare an official map to correct the errors in the 
earlier one. First published in French, it was quickly 
translated into English by Thomas Jefferys and the 
information was quickly disseminated through maps in 
the Gentleman's Magazine and other popular journals. 
Many European powers were glad to learn about this 
region. 


It was not until James Cook’s explorations in 1778-79 
that a better representation of the area became 
available. Cook reached as far north as Icy Cape, 
farther north than any other explorer to that time. 
However the shape of northwest America on the map of 
his voyage shows that although he thought he was 
skirting the mainland, he actually sailed off the islands 
along the coast. 


At the end of the Napoleonic Wars in Europe, the time 
was ripe for a revival of the search for the Northwest 
Passage. The Secretary of the Admiralty was keenly 
interested and the Royal Navy required employment. 
There was also a belief that there were ice-free 
conditions prevailing in the northern seas. This latter 
belief was based on reports by Scoresby, a navigator 
aboard a whaler who told of vast ice-free areas and 
accounts of unusually large numbers of icebergs in 
lower latitudes. The new era of Arctic discovery that was 
to commence with the voyages of Ross, Parry and 
Franklin would produce more knowledge of the region 
than had been achieved in previous centuries. By this 
time, surveying and navigation techniques and equip- 
ment were more accurate; the use of lithography for 
maps was just being introduced. 


Inthe 1500 years covered by this exhibition, cartog- 
raphy had evolved from a crude art to the beginning of 
an exact science. 


Lawrence B. Earl 
Betty H. Kidd 
National Map Collection 


Copies of most of the maps described in this catalogue 
are available from the: 


National Map Collection, 
Public Archives of Canada, 
395 Wellington Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. K1A ON3. 


If the original is noted to be in another institution, copies 
should be requested from that institution. 


The maps included in this catalogue are, of necessity, < 
highly selective choice made by the individuals in- 
volved. Anyone wishing to do detailed research in this 
area for this period or for later periods not included in 
this catalogue should contact the Public Archives of 
Canada. 
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Aurelius Macrobius 
[Hemispherical climatic map of the world, 4th 
century] 


Nicolo and Antonio Zeno 
Carta da navegar de Nicolo et Antonio Zeni furono in 
Tramontana lano. M.CCC.LXXxX. (1380) 


Johannes Ruysch 
Universalior cogniti orbis tabula ex recentibus 
confecta observationibus, 1508 


Original: Walters Art Gallery, Baltimore, U.S.A. 


Typical of the popular representations of the five zones 
of the world in mediaeval times, this map was prepared 
in the twelfth century to illustrate a fourth century 
commentary on classic geographical theory by the 
Roman scholar Macrobius. The Arctic is shown as 
Septentrionalis frigida inhabitabilis, the “uninhabitable 
northern frigid zone.” The concept of a world completely 
surrounded by ocean, as indicated on this map, 
contributed to the belief in a Northwest Passage. 


From: De | Commentarii del Viaggio in Persia di M. 
Caterino Zeno.... Venice, Francesco Marcolini, 1558, 
as reproduced in A. E. Nordenskiold, Facsimile-Atlas to 
the Early History of Cartography ... .Stockholm, 1889. 
P. 53. 


The map and account of the unsubstantiated voyage of 
the Zeno brothers influenced explorers and cartog- 
raphers well into the seventeenth century. Note the 
appearance of the spurious island of Frisland on later 
maps. 


From: Claudius Ptolemy, Geographia, Rome, 1508, as 
reproduced in A. E. Nordenskiold, Facsimile-Atlas to the 
Early History of Cartography .... Stockholm, 1889. PI. 
XXXII. 


On this first printed map to portray the New World, 
Canada is shown as a northeasterly projection of Asia. 
The depiction of the polar regions, which served as a 
model for later cartographers, is based on the /nventio 
Fortunata of Nicholas of Lynn. 
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Bolognino Zaltieri 
Il desegno del discoperto della Nova Franza... 
Anno M.D.LXVI (1566) 


Widely held to be the earliest dated map to indicate the 
Strait of Anian between Asia and America, this predates 
Russian exploration in this area by almost two hundred 
years. 


Abraham Ortelius 
Typus orbis terrarum, 1570 


From: A. Ortelius, Theatrum orbis terrarum. Antwerp, 
Egidius Coppens Diesth, 1570. No. 1. 


This is representative of the maps of the last quarter of 
the sixteenth century which exhibit a well-defined 
indentation more or less in the location of Hudson Bay. 


Gerard Mercator 
Septentrionalium terrarum descriptio. Per Gerardum 
Mercatorem cum privilegio, 1595 


From: G. Mercator, Atlas sive cosmographicae 
meditationes de fabrica mundi et fabricati figura. 
Dusseldorf, Albertus Busius, 1595. 


This map combines the popular perception of the land 
around the North Pole with the reported discoveries of 
Frobisher and Davis. 


John Dee 
[A general map of the Arctic regions showing parts 
of North America, 1582] 


Original: Free Library of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, 
U.S.A. 


Manuscript map prepared for Sir Humphrey Gilbert to 
support his proposals for an expedition to search for the 
Northwest Passage. 
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George Beste 
[World map showing Frobisher’s straits and the 
Northwest Passage, 1578] 


Cornelius Wytfliet 
Estotilandia et Laboratoris Terra, 1597 


Hessel Gerritsz 

Tabula nautica, qua repraesentantur orae maritimae 
meatus, ac freta, noviter al Hudsono Anglo ad 
Caurum supra Novam Franciam indagata Anno 1612. 


From: G. Beste, A true discourse of the late voyages of 
discoverie for the finding of a passage to Cathaya, by 
the Northwest, under the conduct of Martin 

Frobisher .... London, Henry Bynnyman, 1578, as 
reproduced in R. Hakluyt, The Principal navigations 
voyages traffiques & discoveries of the English 
Nation. .., Vol. Vil. Glasgow, J. MacLehose and Sons, 
1904. 


Beste, who accompanied Frobisher on his three 
voyages, explained that this map was crudely drawn to 
ensure that no secrets from the voyages were made 
public. 


From: C. Wytfliet, Descriptionis Ptolemaicae augmen- 
tum. Louvain, Jan Bogaert, 1597. Plate 19. 


This plate, from the first published atlas devoted 
exclusively to the Americas, shows the area recently 
explored by John Davis. 


From: H. Gerritsz, Descriptio ac delineatio geographica 
detectionis freti.... Amsterdam, 1612. 


This, the first printed map of Hudson's explorations, was 
published shortly after the return of the mutinous sailors. 
Hudson Bay is delineated in a recognizable form for the 
first time. 
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Jens Munck 
[(a) Munck’s expedition to Hudson Bay and (b) his 
winter harbour at Port Churchill, 1619] 


18 


William Baffin 
[Map from manuscript log of Baffin’s voyage, 1615] 


Jens Munck 
[(a) Munck’s expedition to Hudson Bay and (b) his 
winter harbour at Port Churchill, 1619] 


[Henry Briggs] 
The North part of America Conteyning Newfound- 
land, new England. .., [1625] 


Original: British Library, London, England. Reproduced 
from C. R. Markham, ed., The voyages of William Baffin, 
1612-1622. London, The Hakluyt Society, 1881. Facing 
p. 103. 


Baffin’s course is marked by the dotted line and his 
landings, by flags. Unfortunately his map of the Baffin 
Bay area, which he explored in 1616, was lost, causing 
his findings to be doubted. 


From: J. Munck, Navigatio Septentrionalis .... 
Copenhagen, Henrich Waldkirch, 1624, as reproduced 
in C. Gosch, Danish Arctic Expeditions, 1605 to 1620, 
Vol. Il. London, The Hakluyt Society, 1897. Opp. p. 21 
and p. 23. 


Only three people survived this disastrous Danish 
attempt to locate the Northwest Passage. 


From: Samuel Purchas, Hakluytus Posthumus, or Pur- 
chas his Pilgrimes’. London, 1625. 


By minimizing the distance between Port Nelson and 
northern California, this map emphasized the probabil- 
ity of a Northwest Passage. 
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Luke Foxe 


[Circumpolar map], 1635 
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Luke Foxe 
[Circumpolar map], 1635 


Thomas James 
The platt of sailing for the discoverye of a passage 
into the South Sea 1631 1632 


Robert Dudley 
Carta particolare dello istreto mare iscoperto da 
Hen.° Hudson Ingilese nel. 1611, 1661 


From: L. Foxe, North-West Fox, or, Fox from the 
North-West passage... .London, B. Alsop and T. 
Fawcet, 1635. Reprinted by S. R. Publishers Limited 
[Wakefield, England], Johnson Reprint Corporation 
{New York], 1965. 


In 1631, Foxe explored the western part of Hudson Bay 
in his attempt to find the Northwest Passage. It is 
probable that the Baffin Bay area was copied from 
William Baffin’s lost map of 1616. Note Foxe's 
signature seal. 


From: T. James, The strange and dangerous voyage of 
Captaine Thomas James .... London, J. Legatt, 1633, 
as reproduced in M. Christy, ed., The Voyages of 
Captain Luke Foxe... .and Captain Thomas James.... 
London, The Hakluyt Society,:1894. Opp. p. 446. 


Thomas James explored the southeastern part of 
Hudson Bay and wintered at Charlton Island in James 
Bay. After the voyages of Foxe and James, no ship was 
to pass through Hudson Strait for almost forty years. 


From: R. Dudley, Dell’arcano de/ Mare... . Florence, 
Francesco Onofri, 1661. Vol. 3, Bk. 5, No. 58. 


This chart is from the second edition of the first maritime 
atlas based on Mercator’s projection. Dudley had direct 
access to the original charts of several early explorers, 
including those of Hudson and Davis. 
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Moses Pitt 
A map of the North Pole and the parts adjoining... 
MDCLXXxX (1680) 


Louis Renard 

Septemtrionaliora Americae a Groenlandia, per Freta 
Davidis et Hudson, ad Terram Novam/De Noor- 
delyckste zee kusten van America van Groenland 
door de Straet Davis ende Straet Hudson tot Terra 
Neuf, 1715 


From: M. Pitt, The English Atlas. Oxford, 1680. Vol. 1, 
No. 3. 


An anomaly in this perception of the Arctic areas 
towards the end of the seventeenth century is the 
presence of the Zenian “Frisland.” 


From: L. Renard, Atlas de la navigation et du com- 
merce. Amsterdam, 1715. No. 28. 


A re-issue of the 1675 map by Frederik De Wit, this map 
details the Knowledge of the area at the time that the 
Hudson's Bay Company was founded. 


Samuel Thornton 
[Map of Hudson Bay — Strait area], 1709 


Christopher Middleton 
[Chart of Hudson Bay and Strait], 1742 


Original: Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 


The rival routes to Hudson Bay — the English, by sea, 
and the French, overland — are illustrated on this map. 
The suggested boundary is that proposed by the 
Hudson's Bay Company during the peace negotiations 
at the time. 


Original: Public Record Office, London, England. 


Middleton, as an employee of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, surveyed the western coast of Hudson Bay in 
1742. His reference to “The River Wager” prompted an 
attack by Arthur Dobbs who insisted that this was an 
entrance to the Northwest Passage. 
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Arthur Dobbs 

A new map of part of North America from the latitude 
of 40 to 68 degrees. Including the late discoveries 
made on board the Furnace Bomb Ketch in 1742. And 
the western rivers & lakes falling into Nelson River in 
Hudson's Bay, as described by Joseph La France a 
French Canadese Indian, who traveled thro those 
countries and lakes for 3 years from 1739 to 1742, 
1744 


From: A. Dobbs, An account of the countries adjoining 
Hudson Bay .... London, 1744. 


The map was first outlined in chalk on the floor as La 
France related his travels. Later, Dobbs added informa- 
tion — for example, Wager Strait — in support of his 
campaign for an expedition to search for a Northwest 
Passage. 


William Coats 
‘* . .this mapp of Richmond Fort and parts 
adjacent ...1750.” 


Herman Moll 

A map of the North Pole with all the territories that 
lye near it, known to us & c. According to the latest 
discoveries and most exact observations. Agreeable 
to modern history. By H. Moll Geographer, 1732. 


Original: Ministry of Defence, Hydrographic Depart- 
ment, Taunton, England. 


Coats explored the little-known eastern coast of Hudson 
Bay as a servant of the Hudson's Bay Company. This 
coastal survey was based on the running-traverse 
system. 


From: H. Moll, Atlas Minor: or a set of sixty-two new and 
correct maps, of all the parts of the world. London, T. & 
J. Bowles, 1732. No. 2. 


The large expanse of unknown territory west of Hudson 
Bay in the first part of the eighteenth century is 
illustrated by this polar projection. 


Thomas Jefferys 

A chart of North and South America, including the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, with the nearest coasts 
of Europe, Africa and Asia. 1753 

No. |: Chart containing part of the Icy Sea with the 
adjacent coast of Asia and America. 

No. Il: Chart comprizing Greenland with the coun- 
tries and islands about Baffin’s and Hudson's Bays. 


The knowledge of the exploration and cartography of 
Arctic areas to the mid-eighteenth century has been 
brought together by Thomas Jefferys. He has added 
comparative tables of latitude and longitude and 
numerous notes. 


Joseph Nicolas Delisle et Philippe Buache 

Carte des nouvelles découvertes au nord de la mer 
du sud, tant a l’est de la Siberie et du Kamtchatka, 
qu’a l’ouest de la Nouvelle France ...1750 


ae, Lame me sche be bainwod +h ht Permit, 6 yout 
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Joseph Nicolas Delisle 

“Carte dressée en 1731 pour servir a la recherche 
des terres et des mers situées au nord de la mer du 
sud, 1731.” 


Joseph Nicolas Delisle and Philippe Buache 

Carte des nouvelles découvertes au nord de la mer 
du sud, tant a l’est de la Siberie et du Kamtchatka, 
qu’a l’ouest de la Nouvelle France... .1750 


Gerhard Friedrich Miller 

Nouvelle carte des découvertes faites par les vais- 
seaux Russiens aux cétes inconnues de Il’Amerique 
Septentrionale avec les pais adjacents ... A St. 
Petersbourg a l’Academie Imperiale des Sciences. 
1758. 


Original: Bibliotheque nationale, Paris, France. Fac- 
simile produced by the Alaska Centennial Commission, 
1964. 


Prepared as a guide for Bering’s second expedition, 
this manuscript map influenced the choice of route and 
its errors contributed to the disastrous failure of that 
voyage. 


Partially based on secret materials which Delisle had 
taken from Russia, this map shows Russian exploration 
in the North Pacific area. The water passage from the 
Pacific to the Atlantic described in the strange tale by 
Admiral Bartolomé de Fonte is indicated. 


Authorized by the Russian government to clarify errors 
in Delisle’s map of 1750, this map exhibits routes of 
Russian ships and landfalls on the American coast, 
including that of Gsozdev who was the first Russian to 
land on the American coast, in the North Pacific area. 


Henry Roberts 

Chart of the N.W. Coast of America and the N.E. 
Coast of Asia, explored in the years 1778 and 1779. 
Prepared by Lieut.' Hen.” Roberts, under the im- 
mediate inspection of Capt. Cook. 1784 


The most accurate survey to date of the northwest coast 
of America, this map was prepared for the official 
account of Cook's last voyage. The tracks of Cook 
(1778) and Clerke (1779) in their attempts to force their 
way through the ice north of Bering Strait are indicated. 
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Samuel Hearne 


““A map of part of the inland country to the NW of 
Prince of Wales Fort HB .. .1772.”’ 


Original: Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 


Hearne, an employee of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
was the first European to reach the Arctic Ocean by land. 
His placement of the latitude of the mouth of the 
Coppermine River at 71°54’N was 200 miles too far north. 


Alexander MacKenzie 

A map of America between latitudes 40 and 70 North 
and longitudes 45 and 180 West, exhibiting MacKen- 
zie’s track from Montreal to Fort Chipewyan and from 
thence to the North Sea in 1789 and to the West 
Pacific Ocean in 1793. 1801 


Although published by MacKenzie, the cartography is 
by the Arrowsmith Company, official map-makers to the 
Hudson's Bay Company. A true sea-to-sea perspective 
is now evident. Both MacKenzie's and Hearne's 
explorations are indicated. 


John Thomson & Co. 

Achart of the discoveries of Captains Ross, Parry & 
Franklin, in the Arctic Regions, In the years 1818, 
1819, 1820, 1821 & 1822. 1827 


From: J. Thomson, A new general atlas... . Edinburgh, 
J. Thomson & Co., 1827. Pl. 76. 


Typical of the commercial publications of the period, 
which incorporated the new knowledge about the 
Arctic, this shows the routes of the various expeditions 
to 1822. 


lligliuk 

Eskimaux Chart No. 2. The shaded parts drawn by 
lligliuk at Winter Island 1822. The original in the 
possession of Cap.” Parry. 1824 


From: Captain W. E. Parry, Journal of a second voyage 
for the discovery of a North-West Passage... . Vol. Il. 
London, John Murray, 1824. Opp. p. 198. 


The nomadic way of life of the Inuit contributed to such 
communications of territorial Knowledge. The area 
represented is the Melville Peninsula and Baffin Island 
region. The circles represent nightly campsites. 
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